Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.010 Å; R factor = 0.050; wR factor = 0.094; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.7.
In the title complex, [Cu(C 16 H 11 Br 2 NO 4 )(C 3 H 7 NO)] 2 , there are two unique molecules in the asymmetric unit. Each Cu II atom is coordinated by two O atoms and one N atom from the tridentate ligand L 2À [LH 2 = (E)-2-(3,5-dibromo-2-hydroxybenzylideneamino)-2-(4-hydroxyphenyl)acetic acid] and the O atom of a dimethylformamide molecule to give a slightly distorted square-planar geometry. The two unique molecules form a dimer through weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. In the dimer, the CuÁ Á ÁCu distance is 3.712 (1) Å . In the crystal structure, molecules form a one-dimensional chain through C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. These are further aggregated into a three-dimensional network by O-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For related structures, see: Li et al. 2008; Zhang et al. (2007a,b) . For preparative procedures, see: Xia et al. (2007) ; Liu et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 16 Table 1 Selected geometric parameters (Å , ).
173.7 (2) O6-Cu2-O10 89.0 (2) Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Zhang et al., 2007a,b) .
The two unique molecules form a dimer through weak C18-H18C···O7 and C37-H37C···O2 hydrogen bonds, Table  2 . In the dimer, the Cu1···Cu2 distance is 3.712 (1) Å. In the crystal structure, molecules of (I) form a one-dimensional chain along c (Fig. 2 ) through C3-H3B···O8 and C22-H22B···O3 hydrogen bonds. These chains then form a three-dimensional network through O3-H3···O1 and O8-H8···O6 hydrogen bonds and C29-H29···O2 and C35-H35···O2 interactions (Table 2, Figure 3 ).
Complex (I) was prepared following the procedure described by Liu et al. (2007) and Xia et al. (2007) as follows. 3,5-Dibromo-2-hydroxy-benzaldehyde(0.560 g, 2.0 mmol) and 4-hydroxyl-phenylalanine (0.3624 g, 2.0 mmol) were dissolved in 10 ml absolute methanol. The mixture was stirred for 1 h at room temperature to give a yellow solution. 2 ml DMF and 10 ml of a methanolic solution of CuSO 4 .5H 2 O (0.5 g, 2 mmol) were added, the mixture was refluxed for another 1 h at 363 K, and the resulting blue solution was filtered. Blue single crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of the filtrate at room temperature. Yield: 80.1% (based on copper). Elemental analysis for [Cu(C 16 H 11 Br 2 NO 4 )(C 3 H 7 NO)] 2 calculated: C 46.69, H 3.71, N 5.73%; found: C 46.65, H 3.81, N 5.71%.
Refinement
All H-atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with d(C-H) = 0.93 Å, U iso =1.2U eq (C) for aromatic 0.96 Å, U iso = 1.5U eq (C) for CH 3 atoms and 0.82 Å, U iso = 1.5U eq (O) for the OH groups.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of (I), with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. Hydrogen atoms have been omitted and C-H···O hydrogen bonds are drawn as dashed lines. [
Crystal data [Cu(C 16 Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, −y+2, −z; (ii) −x, −y+1, −z+1; (iii) x+1, y, z; (iv) x, y−1, z.
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supplementary materials sup-10 
